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MEMOIR OF THE REV. C. F. SCHWARTZ, LATE MISSIONARY IN INDIA. 


From a London Magazine. 


THE Rev. Christian Fred- 
erick Schwartz was born the 
26th of October, 1726, at Son- 
nenburgh, in the New Mark, 
His father’s name was George 
Schwartz ; and Irs mother’s 
maiden name, Gruner. The 
latter who died during his early 
childhood, declared on her death- 
bed, both to his father and to 
the clergyman who attended her, 
that she had dedicated her son 
to the Lord; and exacted a 
promise from both, that they 
would at least lay no obstacle in 
his way, in case he should ex- 
press a desire to be educated for 
the church. 

At the age of eight years, 
Schwartz was sent to the town 
school, where he received many 
good impressions under the then 
rector, Mr. Helm ;_ who, in his 
instructions in religion, affection- 
ately recommended prayer to his 
scholars, and shewed how they 
might, in their own words, lay 
their concerns before God, 
Schwartz relates, in an account 
written by himself, that he often, 
at that time, went into a solitary 
place, where he poured out his 
R 


heart before God; in doing 
which he felt himself very happy. 
When he had done any thing 
amiss at home, he could not be 
easy till he had earnestly implo- 
red pardon of God. 


In the year 1746, he went to 
Halle, witha view to attend 
the Latin School of the Orphan 
House; but his countryman, 
the Rev. Benjamin Schultze, who 
had been an English missionary 
at Madras till the year 1743, 
and now resided at Halle, advis- 
ed him to enter immediately at 
the college, as he was already 20 
years of age, and sufficiently 
grounded in elementary knowl- 
edge. He took his advice ; and 
diligently attended the lectures 
of the Professors at the Univer- 
sity, Baumgarten, Michaelis, 
Knapp, Freylinghausen, &c. 
while he lodged and boarded at 
the Orphan House. He was 
soon employed in the instruction 
of youth, and was likewise ap: 
pointed to hold the evening pray- 
er meeting with the servants be- 
longing to the farm of the Orphan 

House. Both the instruction of 
the children and his prayer meet- 
ing were beneficial to himself. 
Also, by his intercourse with 2 
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pious countryman of his, and by 
taithfully digesting what he 
heard in the meetings for edifica- 
tion, which were held at that 
time, he was more and more con- 
firmed in Christian sentiments. 
They had both been first awak- 
ened in the prayer meetings held 
by the Rev. G. F. Weisse, then 
inspector of the German Schools 
of the Orphan House. 

Tt was at that time in contem- 
plation to print the Bible in the 
Talmul language at Halle, under 
the superintendance of the above 
mentioned missionary Schultze. 
Schwartz, together with another 
student of this place, was com- 
missioned to learn the Talmul 
language, in order to be employ- 
ed in correcting the - ss. Al- 
though the printing of the Bible 
here. was not carried into execu- 
tion,yet the pains which Schwartz 
had bestowed for a year and a 
half upon the acquisition of the 
Taimul language, were not 
thrown away, since this became 
the cccasion (the late Mr. Franke 
being also eel ne with his 
upright intentions ) of . his being 
ap pointed to go in the capacity 
of a missionary to the East “wd 
dies. Heaccepted this appoint- 
ment ; and, although some days 
after, an advantageous situation, 
as preacher, not far from Haile, 
was ofiered him, he deciined it in 
the firm persuasion that it was 
the will of God he should goto 
the East Indies. His father also, 
whom he visited before he sect out 
upon his mission, gave his con- 
Senttoit; and the event has 
shewn that God had chosen him 
to preach the gospel to the 
Heathen. 

On the 8th of Aug ISt, 1749, 
Schwartz set out with two other 
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missionary candidates, Polzen- 
hagen and Huettemann (the lat- 
ter being destined for the Eng- 
lish mission) for Copenhagen. 
After they had there received 
ordination,they returned to Halle; 
from thence they proceeded 
on their way to London. On 
the Zlst of January, 1759, they 
left London, embarked the 29th, 
and arrived on the 16th of July 
at Cadelar, and on the 30th at 
Tranquebar, in good health. As 
early as the 5th of November 


following, Schwartz delivered 
his first discourse in the Talmu!] 
language. 


In the year 1767, he was trans- 
ferred to the English society, as 
missionary in Tirutchinapalli, af- 
ter having several times already 
preached the gospel there, and 
met with great attention. In 
the year 1779, he went to Tans- 
chaur, where he had already 
founded a congregation during 
his abode at Tirutchinapalli, and 
where he remained till his de- 
cease. iy 

At both places he received 
from the government at Madras 
an annual salary of 100/ as gar- 

on preacher. At Tirutchina- 
valli he expended the whole’ of 
this snm in the service of the 
mission, particularly in the build- 
ing of the .church and school, 
and also in augmenting the al- 
lowances of the national helpers. 
At Tanschaur he gave one hali 
of his salary to Mr. Kohlhof,, 
whom he had. educated and in- 
structed until he was ordained at 
‘l'ranquebar to be missionary at 
T'anschaur. The other half he 
likewise expended upon the mis- 
Sion. 

Vhe fidelity with which he !a- 
bored, the self-denial which he 
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exercised, the blessing which at- 
tended his preaching of the gos- 
pel, the esteem in which he was 


| held both by. the Europeans and 


Talmuls, the veneration which 
all his brethren paid to him, as to 
their father, counsellor, and pat. 
tern, appears sufficiently from the 
missionary accounts. Much has 
he labored ; great will be his re- 
ward. 

He enjoyed an almost uninter- 
rupted good state of health, and 
could always perform his func- 
tions with ease ; only in the last 
years he wrote, that he was no 
longer able to go about among 
the Heathen as formerly. But, 
inthe beginning of November, 
1797. a cold, which he had tak- 
en, became the occasion of a se- 
vere fit of illness. At that time- 
great apprehensions were enter- 
tained for his life. God, howev- 
er, was pleased so far to bless the 
use of the medicines, that were 
employed, that he was enabled 
once more to resume several of 
his occupations, although some 
diminution of the energy of his 
mind was observable. But, in 
the beginning of February, 1798, 
just when Mr. Gericke had arriv- 
ed with Mr. Holzberg, the mis- 
sionary destined for ‘Tanschaur, 
he was attacked with a dange-. 
rous complaint in his foot. The 
mortification, which threatened 
to surpervene, was indeed pre- 
vented ; but he sunk into such a 
state of debility, that he was o- 
bliged to be lifted and carried a- 
bout like an infant. 

Concerning the last days of his 
life, and his conversation on his 
death bed, Mr. Gericke writes 
thus : 

“TI returned on the 7th of 
February, 1798, from a short vis- 
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it which I had made at Tirutchi- 
napalli, to T'anschaur, where I 
found that Mr. Schwartz’s leg 
was become very bad, and full of 
black spots, which were continu- 
ally spreading. The physician 
had begun to apply the Peruvian 
bark in embrocations. As we 
had every hour to expe¢t the dis- 
solution of our beloved brother, 
the rest of the brethren requested 
that I would stay with them, and 
help them to bear the burden. 
But it was at the same time a 
great blessing to me to behold, 
in this expiring Christian, an ed- 
ifying example of faith, hope, 
and resignation. When spiritu- 
al and heavenly things were the 
subjects of conversation, when he 
prayed, admonished, or spoke of 
the tranquillity and peace, which 
his soul enjoyed, through the 
mercy of God in Christ, it could 
never be perceived that his pow- 
ers of recollection were impaired. 
Frequently he quoted texts of 
scripture, or verses out of hymns, 
which were very apposite, and al- 
ways in the language of those to 
whom he addressed himself. Till 
last Friday evening, he frequent- 
ly said, that he did not yet think 
his end to be very near at hand, 
but that it would be attended 
with much pain. But since then, 
he said several times, ** Now, I 
think, I shall soon go to my 
heavenly Father.”” Being once 
asked, whether he had the hope 
that, after his death, the kingdom 
of God would be further extend- 
ed in this country ? he answered, 
“Yes ; but it will pass through 
trials and tribulation.”” Anoth- 
er time, when he was asked, 
whether he had any thing yet to 
say with regard to the congrega- 
tion? he answered, “ Do you 
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help, that they may all come to 
heaven.”’? He once said, ** There 
is with many a good beginning 
of Christianity ; but, if any one 
should object that there is noth- 
ing perfect to be seen yet, let 
him first examine himself.’’ 
When we-expressed ourselves re- 
joiced to see him so patient and 
resigned, he replied, “ Human 
misery is universal ; and I really 
suffer very little ;”? and frequent- 
ly repeated the words, * Our 
faithful God helps in distress, 
and chastens with moderation. 
But how would it be if he should 
deal with us according to our 
sins? But yonder, pain will be 
no more ; and for that we have 
to thank the Lord Jesus.”? To 
his Malabar attendants, who 
faithfully. assisted him, he was 
very thankful, and said some- 
times to us, “ We. must not 
complain much, were it only 
on account of these poor people, 
who certainly do their best, iest 
we should render their atten- 
dance more burdensome _ to 
them.” 

‘¢ On the 10th, in the morning 
his tongue was quite parched, 
furred, and blackish ; and strong 
spasms in the bowels, with diffi- 
culty of breathing, came on. 
By his desire, we offered up a 
prayer, and thought this would 
be his last ; but towards evening, 
he again felt easier, and the fe- 
ver had greatly abated. On the 
following day came Samuel, the 
Physician, (who, however, had 
nothing to do with the patient 
inthe capacity of a physician, 
but merely assisted in lifting him 
and applying the embrocations ; 
and who yesterday announced to 
me his approaching dissoluticn) 
anid said, ** The Lord has work- 
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ed awonder ; symptoms which 
yesterday gave reason to expect 
impending death, have disap- 
peared.” The English Physician 
also said, upon inspection of the 
foot, that he was astonished at 
the sudden amendment ; adding, 
that he was no longer apprehen- 
sive that the patient would die of 
an external mortification, altho’ 
a recovery was not to be expect- 
ed. 

“On the 12th, I intended, in 
the afternoon, to have set out on 
my return home. The patient 
also gave me my dismission, and 
said, ‘* You intend then to leave 
us to-day. Salute all the breth- 
ren, and tell them to attend al- 
ways to the chief point. I shall 
now soon go to the Lord Jesus ; 
if he will receive me, and not en- 
ter into judgment with me, but 
deal with me according to his 
mercy, all will go well with me, 
and I will praise him. He might 


‘reject us also on account of our 


works, because sin cleaves to 
them all.”” He thanked God 
that he suffered him to leave the 
world in the midst of his faithful 
brethren ; and that he had con- 
ducted things so, that he should 
come to him in his greatest weak- 
ness, in order to extol Jesus as 
the only Saviour, the Resurrec- 
tion, andthe Life. ‘* Now,” he 
added, “pray still once more 
withme.” I knelt down with Mr. 
Kohlhoff, who, in the mean time, 
had entered the chamber and 
adapted my prayer to the con- 
tents of the hymn, “ To thee 
alone, Lord Jesus Christ,” &c. 

“ After fresh dressings had 
been applied to the diseased foot, 
and we had given him some re- 
freshment; and had him remo- 
ved into another chamber, (which 
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was done once every day, because 
the air in the close room was ve- 
ry much vitiated by the embro- 
cations, the coal-fire used in 
preparing them, and the many 
attendants that were required) 
we for the first time perceived the 
extreme State of debility to which 
he was reduced, and he seemed 
even nearer to his dissolution than 
he had done the Saturday before. 
I was therefore again detained. 
In the afternoon he conversed 
much with Mr. Jenicke. In the 
evening I came to him with the 
physician, whom he knew very 
well, and said to him, “ Let us 
all take care that none of usbe 
left behind.”” He expressed his 
gratitude for the attention of the 
physician and the assistance of 
his brethren and Malabar atten- 
dants. The latter did every 
thing in their power with the 
greatest alacrity ; their love to 
their paternal teacher made eve- 
ry thing easy to them, and every 
word of instruction, which he 
spoke to them, they caught up 
with the greatest avidity, and de- 
lighted to be about him. The 
physician was much affected, 
and said, he hoped I would not 
leave the patient and set out on 
my return, as he was so weak. 

“ This evening he suffered 
more than he had done before ; 
for the lifting him and moving 
his body, on account of the em- 
brocations, which it was necessa- 
ry should be often repeated, and 
even sitting and lying in bed were 
extremely burthensome to him. 
But his patience and resignation 
did not diminish ; not a com- 
plaint was heard from him ; his 
sighs only expressed how much 
he suffered. I said to him, a- 
mong other things, ** God grant 
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that we may one day, in our last 
extremity, await our dissolution 
in such peace, and such a happy 
frame as you, to our comfort and 
Satisfaction, now enjoy.” * May 
he grant it!” he rejoined, “in 
the richest measure.” All our 
hearts were moved by the affec- 
tionate energy with which he ut- 
tered these words. 

‘“‘ In the night between the 12th 
and 13th, he enjoyed some sleep 
in the intervals when he could be 
left quiet; and the following 
forenoon he fell into a kind of 
stupor ; and his pulse were very 
feeble. When he awoke he spoke 
indeed; but only detached 
words were intelligible; how- 
ever, he seemed clearly to under- 
stand whatever was spoken to 
him. Wethought he was about 
to shumber thus out of the body ; 
but about noon he became again 
more lively. We sung the bymn, 
‘¢ Christ is my life,” &c. in which 
he began to join us. He spoke 
very humbly of. himself, and in 
praise of his Redeemer, wishing 
to be dissolved, and to be with 
Christ. ‘ Had it pleased him,” 
he said, * that I had remained 
here longer, I should have liked 
it, for then I might have spoken a 
word more to the poor and sick ; 
but His will be done! May 
he only receive me in mercy! 
Into thy hands I commend my 
spirit; thou hast redeemed me, 
thou faithful God!” The Mal- 
abar attendants afterwards sang 
the last verses of the hymn, 
“‘ Fiead full of wounds and bruis- 
es”! in which he frequently join- 
ed. He then rested alittle; after 
which he desired to be raised up, 
and suddenly he opened his mouth 
(out of which so much instruc- 
tion and comfort, so much ferv- 
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ent prayer had issued till the 73d 
year of his life) and expired be- 
tween four and five o’clock, in 
the arms of the faithful and af- 
fectionate Malabar fellow labour- 
ers of this place. It was very 
affecting to hear the wailing and 
jementations of the inhabitants of 
the two Christian villages on 
both sides of the garden, which 
we could do the whole night 
through. The sorrow at having 
lost him, who had _ been their 
teacher, their comforter, their tu- 
tor, their benefactor, their adviser, 
their advocate, was universal. 
Not only we, the congregations, 
the schools and the mission, but 
the whole country has lost a fath- 
er. Whoever had but known 
him, wept. 

‘¢On the following day, be- 
tween four and five in the after- 
noon, we deposited his remains 
in the grave, which -was dug in 
the church inthe garden. Serfo- 
gee, the T'anschaur prince, whose 
tutor he was, came to see his 
corse before the coffia was nailed 
down, bedewed it with his tears, 
and accompanied it to the grave. 
The Malabar assistants wished to 
carry the body ; but as Europe- 
ans had already been engaged 
the day before for the purpose, 
we letit remain so, We had in- 
tended to sing hymns on the road 
to the burial place; but the la- 
meataiions of the people did not 
yermit it. In the church we 
sung, before and after the inter- 
ment ; and when the English 
were gone, the Malabars also 
sang a hymn, and expected an 
address from me; but I could 
scarcely uttera word; and was 
abliged to summon up all my 
resolution to enable me merely to 
read the prayers. ‘T’he servant 
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of the deceased stood next to me, 
and said, in the tone of one ready 
to sink into a swoon, ** Now all 
our hopes are gone !”? This pen- 
etrated my heart ; for this is the 
sentiment not only of one, but of 
many, old and young, great and 
small, far and wear, both Chris- 
tians and Heathens. 

‘* After I had changed my ap- 
parel, I went to the prince, who 
still remained in the neighbor- 
hood, and endeavored to comfort 
him. The principal servant of 
the widow of the late king also 
begged me to come to her and 
comfort her ; but she lives at-too 
greata distance. ‘The next mor- 
ning we all went to the physician, 
and thanked him for the kind at- 
tention, which he had shewn to 
our deceased brother in his last 
illness. 1 also examined the pa- 
pers which he had left behind 
him, as I am appointed executor 
to his will; and I found that the 
mission at Tanschaur, and all the 
poor, and the establishments be- 
longing to it, are his heirs. In 
the afternoon I spoke tor an hour 
with the assistants, and prayed 
with them. Inthe evening the 
Malabar congregation assembled 
in the church, and wished to hear 
a discourse: I took for my text 
the words of Jacob on his death 
bed: “I die; but God will be 
with you.’”? I quoted many 
things said by the deceased res- 
pecting the congregation, and 
his hope that the kingdom of 
Christ would be established here. 
I eu.deavored to animate them to 
the demonstration of such a mind 
as dwelt in our departed brother, 
whose tomb we saw before us.* 





"A mouumMmentr to he leiiboTy of 
Mr. Schwartz has been executed by 
Mr. Bacon, at the expense of the 
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“On the following day, I pray- 
ed once more with the brethren, 
and departed.” Thus far Mr. 
Gericke. 

Thus this excellent man, who 
has been of such importance to 
the mission, is no more! O that 
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his upright mind may animate all 
who labor in each of our missions ; 
and thus the hope of the deceas- 
ed, for the extension of the king- 
dom of Jesus in the East Indies, 
be fulfilled ! 





&.. 
— 





RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


—- S]Nlviti=wvtitiae—_—— 


An inquiry how far men have a right 
to improve the Sabbath to the ace 
complishment of their own secular 


purposes. 
* VARIOUS are the opinions 


which prevail respecting the Sab- 
bath, and the manner, in which 
it is to be improved. From this 
diversity of opinion proceeds, al- 
so, a diversity of practice. On 
this subject, there is a division in 
the christian world. This is a 
practical subject, and in which all 


men are interested. Unless we 
understand our own rights, we 
can never know when we are 
transgressing on the rights of 
another. The serious, and candid 
attention of the public is, there- 
fore, solicited, while an attempt 
is made to investigate the truth, 
in relation to this interesting in- 
quiry. 

It will, readily, be conceded, 
that whatever right we possess, 
to improve this, or any other por- 





East India Company, which is now on 
its way to India, where it is to be 
erected. 

The missionary labors of Mr. 
Schwartz being so well known in that 
country, it was thought mnnecessary 
to represent him, as the artist at first 
intended, in the character of a mis- 
Sionary ; and that to give in his mon- 
ument an idea of the correspondence 
of his last moments, with the well 
known course of his life, would be a 
more desirable plan of design. 

The principal compartment of the 
monument is, therefore occupied with 
an alto-relievo representation of Mr. 
Schwartz in the closing scene of his 
existence. He is surrounded by a 
group of the infant pupils to whom 
he gave an asylum in his house, and 
several clerical friends who attended 
him at the t:me, One of the children 
is embracing his dying hand; anda 
brother missionary is supporting his 
head; but the attention of Mr. 


Schwartz is directed to, and his hand 
raised towards, an object in the upper 
part of the bas-relief; namely, the 
Cross, which is borne by a descend- 
ing angel, implying that the grand sub- 
ject of his ministry is the pape, cop 
of hissoul, when ‘* flesh & heart fail.’” 

Over the has.-reliefis the Ark of 
the Covenant, which was peculiarly 
the charge of the priests, and was a2 
striking emblem of the constant theme 
of his preaching, before referred to, 

Under the bas-relief are further er- 
blems of the pastoral office ; namely, 
the Crosier; the Gospel Trumpet, 
distinguished by the banner of the 
Cross, which is attached to it ; and 
the open Bisiez, on which is inscrib- 
ed the divine commission, *‘ Go ye in- 
to all the world, and preach the gos- 
pel to every creature.” 

We rejoice that the Hon, Company 
have borne this public testimony of 
their approbation to a Christian mis- 
sionary, who labor’d in theirterritories. 
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tion of time, must be derivative. 
No one will plead for an inher- 
ent, independeng right to improve 
any part of time, or any other 
property. 

It is conceded, not only by di- 
vines ; but by the best expositors 
also, of human laws, * that all 
right of possessing, enjoying, and 
improving the objects of this life, 
must be derived from the great, 
original proprietor ; anGis not 
inherent in man.’ 

If this be admitted as a judi- 
cious principle, in deciding the 
present inquiry, it only remains, 
that we ascertain what is the 
right to us guaranteed by our 
Creator. 

When God had finished the 
work of creation, all which he ex- 
ecuted in six days, “* he rested on 
the seventh day from all his 
work, which he had made.”— 
From this time, he has ever chal. 
lenged the seventh day for his 
own particular use. Agreeably 
to his own example, he permit- 
ted men in the first ages to labor, 
and improve six days in pursuit 
of secular objects, and in obtain. 
ing the necessaries of life: But 
the seventh was to: be a day of 
rest from labor. 

When giving his written reve- 
iation to men, he explains, and 
confirms this explicit grant of six 
days for the use of man; but 
makes a particular reserve, of 
the seventh day, for himself.— 
** Six days shalt thou labor, and 
do all thy work: but the seventh 
day is the sabbath of the Lord 
thy God ; in it thou shalt not do 
any work.” ‘This is the great, 
and the only express charter which 
God has ever given to men, in 
relation to the improvement of 
‘time. And without this grant 
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of six days for secular use, either 
expressed or implied, men must 
have trespassed upon the rights 


_ of their Maker, in improving any 


part of time, for their own per- 
sonal benefit. And in this char- 
ter, there is a particular reserve 
made, of one day in seven, for 
divine use : and an express pro. 
hibition of any servile labor. 
“In it thou shalt not do any 
work.” Unless it be found that 
this latter. clause, has since been 
rescinded, by his authority, who 
made the grant, it must still re- 
main, in full force. And itis ve. 
ry presumable that no person 
will urge any thing, from the 
scriptures of the old testaiifent, 
in favor of such a rescission. The 
Scriptures of the old testament 
uniformly conspire to support 
this prohibitory clause according 
to its original design. A certain 
man in Israel, in a subsequent 
period, was, by divine direction, 
stoned to death, for gathering 
sticks on the sabbath day. 
Possibly, however, some may 
conceive, that Christ, since his ap- 
pearance in the flesh, has either 
rescinded this clause, or at least, 
much abated its severity. In reply 
to the first part of this suggestion, 
Christ has said, “ I came not to 
destroy the law ; but to fulfil”— 
How far, in his explanation, he 
has abated its original severity, 
merits our Serious attention. In 
its first establishment, all kinds of 
labor, without exception, were 
forbidden. Thisis not peculiar 
to the present case ; but laws in 
general, both human and divine, 
are expressed in positive lan- 
guage: and their spirit, and de- 
sign are liable to be explained, 
by some proper authority. Christ 
was vested with full power and 
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authority to explain the spirit, not 
only of this, but of all divine 
taws. And, in his commentaries 
upon the law now under conside- 
ration, he has taught us, that in 
its true spirit and design, it never 
required an entire quiescence, and 
cessation from all actions; but 
that it admitted of some exercise, 
andreallabor. He has taught 
us that, consistently with the 
spirit of this law, men might fur- 
nish, not only themselves, but 
their beasts also, with food, and 
drink, to satisfy the demands of 
nature. ‘ Doth not each one of 
you, on the sabbath, loose his ox, 
or his ass, from the stall, and lead 
him away to the watering ?’?— 
He has further taught us, that it 
is consistent, on the sabbath, to 
afford relief to the distressed, 
whether it be man, or _ beast. 
«“ Which of you shall have an ass, 
or an ox, fallen into a pit, and 
will not straight way pull him 
out, on the sabbath day °”—The 
maxim, generally prevailing a- 
mongst men, is, Necessity knows no 
Jaw—and this, in its proper lati- 
tude, our Saviour sanctions, in 
relation to our Maker. But this 
‘eaves the subject, before us, too 
indefinite, and liable to various 
application. Avaricious men are 
Hable to denominate all their sab- 
bath day performances, necessary 
works. Christ has, therefore, by 
a familiar comparison, made the 
subject so plain, that it is not 
easy for us, On examination, to 
misapprehend his meaning and 
design. He has considered a 
trespass upon our Maker’s right, 
and a trespass upon the right of 
our neighoor, as being parallel ; 
and as being justifiable, only up- 
on similar principles. That, 
which will justify in one case, will 
S 
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justify also, in the other. We, 
enerally, have but very little 
difficulty | in determining when we 
trespass upon our neighbor’ S 
right ; or when our neighbor 
trespasses upon us. And if we 
can determine, in these cases, we 
may, also, determine, when wé 
trespass upon the rights of our 
Maker. ‘The casé, which is im- 
proved, by our Saviour, to illus- 
trate this subject, is recorded, 
Matt. xii. i,"&c. =A complaint 
was brought to him against his 
disciples, fot doing that, which | 
was not lawful to be done, onthe — 
sabbath day. In this case, there 
was, literally, a twofold trespass, 
one upon their Maker, in travel- 
ling, and beating out corn, on the 
sabbath ; and the other upon 
their neighbor, i in taking his prop- 
erty, without leave. Both en 
he justifies upon one and th 
same principle, that of necessity : 
and in vindication of the advanc- 
ed sentiment, he refers the com- 
plainants to two similar cases re- 
corded in theirlaw. The one 
was the case of David, and his 
men, who under pressing neces- 
sity, went into the house of God, 
and did eat the shew bread, which 
was not lawful for any to eat, but 
the priests. The other was the 
labor of the priests in killing 
beasts, and preparing sacrifices, 
on the sabbath. In both these 
cases, necessity justified the tres- 
pass. In this way, Christ has 
freed this subject from any neces- 
sary ambiguity ; and rendered 
the application of it easy, in eve- 
ry case. The cause’ for trial 13 
brought to our own doors, the 
tribunal erected within our own 
habitations, and we ourselves are 
admitted to occupy the seat of 
judgement. The following is the 
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mode of decision, A question 
occurs, whether it is right for me 
to perform a certain piece of ser- 
vice,onthe sabbath. The neces- 
sity urging the performance, is 
before me. Now, I have only to 
enquire, whether I should be jus- 
tifiable in taking my neighbor’s 
horse, team, or carriage, which- 
ever might be necessary, without 
leave, or compensation, to per- 
form said piece of service. If 
not, the decision goes against me. 
But to avoid all influence of per- 
sonal interest, and to render the 
judgment more complete, let the 
inquiry be reversed. Should I 
be willing, under the circumstan- 
ces first mentioned,that my neigh- 
bor should make the same intru- 
sion, and in the Same manner, up- 
on my property. If I shall say 
nay, then I shall have given judg- 
ment against the performance of 
such service, on the Lord’s day ; 
and if I shall then proceed to ex- 
ecute such business, under such 
circumstances, ] shall stand con- 
demned by my own judgment ; 
and must expect hereafter, to be 
judged out of my own mouth.’ 
Rurus, 


(To be continued. ) 
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ON PUBLIC CONFESSIONS. 


Extract from a letter written by the 
Reverend Dan Huntington, to the 
Reverend Holland Weeks, dated 
Litchfield, (Con.) 20th May, 
1805. 

MY DEAR BROTHER, 

IT has ever been my opin- 
ion, that for public offences, the 
church ought to require of pro- 
fessors public confessions.* The 
~~ * By the phrase PusLic conrEs- 
stons, Mr. Huntington doubtless in- 
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arguments that have supported 
me in this opinion are such as the 
following, and J suppose must be 
obvious to all. 

1. Scripture precept. «“ Let 
your light shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven.” Christians, by open 
and public transgression, put out 
their light. Howthen shall they 
light it up again, but by making 
their penitence as public as their 
offence ? 

2. Honor to God and religion 
requires it. Joshua said to A- 
chan, in the matter of the accurs. 
ed thing, “ My son, give, I pray 
thee, glory to the Lord God of 
Israel, and make confession unto 
him.” By every. scandalous of. 
fence of which a professor is guil- 
ty, the glorious God is dishonor- 
ed, the blessed Jesus is wounded 
in the house of his friends, relig. 
ion suffers. | Wherever this has 
taken place, let the offender give 
glory to God then, by making 
confession to him, before those 
who have .become acquainted 
with his guilt. 

3. The confession should be 
public, to give the offender a 
suitable opportunity to evince his 
penitence. If his penitence be 





tended confessions before the church 
and congregation. For I had written 
him a letter requesting his opinion, 
and his advice, on the subject of hav- 
ing offenders make their confessions 
in presence of the whole assembly, on 
the sabbath. Feeling it to be a mat- 
ter of great importance, that confes- 
sions should be made in this manner, 
I mace known to him my wish to 
make use of a communication from 
him with certain persons, who were 
injuring themselves, and the church, 
at that time, by their opposition to 
such confessions. H. Weeks. 
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genuine, he will wish such an op- 
portunity. If he has the humili- 
ty of the gospel, he will feel as if 
he justly deserved to be rejected 
in presence of the assembled uni- 
verse, and of course he will feel it 
to be no hard thing to humble 
himself before those, who have 
been most exposed to be injured 
by hisexample ;_ but on the oth- 
er hand, a very desirable one. 

4. To hold up light to the 
world, in another view than that 
which has been mentioned. The 
world are to know, that Chris. 
tians consider themselves under 
obligations to obey Christ’s laws, 
to be truly humble for their in- 
dividual transgressions, and to be 
faithful to one another. They 
are to know what they are to ex- 
pect, for walking disorderly, af- 
ter having taken upon themselves 
the Christian name. What more 
effectual then to shew them what 
is meant by Christian brotherly 
faithfulness, than to give them 
striking examples of it. 

5. As a warning to Christians. 
Christians are but men. They 
are in need of terror to deter 
them from the sin of falling a- 
way, to the dishonor of religion 
and@ the harm of their own souls. 

6. There is much common 
sense in that common observa- 
tion, that the plaister should be 
as large asthesore. On this I 
need not comment at all ; its ap- 
plication to the question before 
us will be seen to be obvious. 

7. Since there is so much scrip- 
ture, reason and common Sense 
in favor of the thing, it ought 
not, I think, to be omitted, in 
the Christian church, without a 
Special command. We do not 
find any such command, nor any 
thing like it. 
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If an objector say, There is no 
scripture for the practice, let him 
attend to the fifth of of Matthew, 


out of which I have quoted a 


passage, in my opinion, peculiar- 
ly appropriate. 

If he say, The world will 
laugh, let him remember those 
words of Christ, “ Wo unto you 
that laugh now! for ye shall 
mourn and weep.” The world 
will laugh, if they please, and of- 
ten do laugh at every thing seri- 
ous. In what we do for Christ’s 
cause and kingdom, we are in 
many instances, the scorn and 
derision of the world ; but is this 
any reason why we should not 
do our duty, and support the 
honor of Christ’s house? We 
have rio reason to expect, and 
ought to have no desire to es- 
cape the laughter of fools, and of 
those who will mock at fear, and 
even sport themselves with the 
awful realities of their own dam- 
nation. 

Does the objector still reply, 
that the church is not accountae 
ble to the world. Why not? 
IQoes not even the great God 
consider himself, in a sense, thus 
accountable ? Does not Christ 
the judge of all? Else why is 
there fixed a final judgment to 
be held before the assembled uni- 
verse? Why then are not the 
church in all their. adjudications 
and decisions, which they hope 
to have ratified, at that day, to 
approve themselves to the con- 
Science of every man ; to have 
the beauty, order, regularity and 
reasonableness of their proceed. 
ings appear to the world ? 

Peate to accept my best thanks 
for your kindness. With broth- 
erly love, Yours, 

Dan Huntincron. 
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The following is a letter written upon 
the same subject, by the Reverend 
Jonathan Miller, to the Reverend 
Hl. Weeks, dated, Bristol, ail 
5th, 1805. 

REY. AND DEAR SIR, 

I HAVE this moment re- 
ceived yours of the first instant, 
requesting my sentiments on con- 
fessions for public sins, whether 
they should be made before the 
church only, or in the presence 
of the congregation. 

I have Tong been conyinced, 
that it is important, that they 
should be made before the whole 
congregation; and this eonvic- 
tion has arisen from a long and 
studious attention to the subject, 
and an investigation of all I have 
heard and could think of on both 
sides. 

The Church of Christ is fixed 
wi a most important situation, as 
it respects the world at large, 
and a particular church, as it res- 
pects the . congregation with 
which it is connected. The 
church is the pillar and ground 
of the truth. Pillars were 
not only used to support an 
edifice, byt many times they were 
erected as public monuments, on 
which inscriptions were engraven, 
either to perpetuate the memory 
of some important event, or to 
publish some interesting instruc- 
tions. God h as, for the benefit 
of the world, inscribed upon his 
church, as an a pillar, for public 
instruction, the manifestations of 
his own gracious perfections, par- 
ticularly his infinite mercy in re- 
deeming his. church from sin. 
He here gives the world living 
examples of the holiness he re- 
quires, of obedience, faith and 
true repentance, and the effects 
which these graces produce ; ; and 
he has raised up this pillar to in- 
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vite the eyes of the world to be- 
hold his glory inscribed upon it, 
and to prove by fact and exam- 
ple, the reality and excellency of 
Christianity. For this purpose 
the church, for instance in W. 
was instituted and incorporated. 
It is set in an elevated situation, 
that it may be seen from heaven 
and hell, and by men, especially 
by the congregation where it 
stands, and it concerns the church 
to have the monument genuine, 
and the inscriptions legible, It 
stands like a city on a hill, and it 
should not be as under a hosel. 
The church too is the pillar 
and ground of the truth, as its 
support. Not indeed the prima- 
ry ground, for the truth rests on 
divine authority ; but it is the 
subordinate support of it; To 
the church are committed the 
lively oracles of God. By the 
church they have been published, 
supported and defended. The 
church has always been used as 
the instrument of preserving, 
translating and spreading abroad 
the knowledge of the Bible, and 
the evidence of its authenticity ; 
and of impressing % on men. 
The world are indebted ta the 
church, under God, for bibies, 
sabbaths, preaching, and all re- 
ligious institutions and instruc- 
tions, and all the means of grace, 
and their hopes of salvation. It 
isthe salt of theearth. And the 
church at W. is the support of 
the truth there. It is stationed 
there to be a witness for God to 
that people. It concerns the 


church, by al! their public for- 
mularies, their confession of faith, 
their deportment, conversation 
and carriage, to publish the great 
truths and duties of Revelation ; 
to oppose all heresy and immo- 
rality, and to manifest their dis- 
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approbation of it. It is also the 
duty of every individual in your 
communion to be an instructor ; 
and especially when he has shed 
darkness rather than light, he 1s 
peculiarly bound to wipe away 
the destructive impression, to ex- 
emplify repentance, and the na- 
ture of our holy religion in such 
circumstances; and publicly to 
declare for God, whom he has 
dishonored, and against sin, which 
his iniquity has encouraged. The 
church is considered, by most of 
the congregation, as the index, if 

not the standard of religion. 
Men will form their ideas of 
truth, duty and obligation, and 
of the nature and importance of 
religion, by observing the church, 
Their unfaithfulness will have a 
destructive tendency, and bring 
religion itself into contempt ; but 
their faithfulness and zeal will 
have a solemn impression on the 
consciences of reflecting men ; 
and no one is in a better situa- 
tion to give this impression, than 
he who, having publicly sinned, 

is zealous to bear as publicly, his 
deliberate testimony for God, 
and against his own sin, 

Some have said, that the world 
have ——- to do with the 
church, nor the church with them. 
But how inadvertently has this 
been said, when one of the great- 
incumbent on the 
church, and for which it is erect- 
ed, is toimstruct the world, and 
daily, by their whole deportment, 
preach Jesus Christto them. 

Some have said, The world 
will only laugh. Some may 
indeed faugh, as they ridiculed 
our blessed Lord; but think to 
what lengths such an objection 
would carry us. 

Some say, There may be stran 
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gers present. If there are, 
they will behold a solemn testi- 
mony against wickedness, and a 
blessed evidence of Eriepaishitp to 
God, which perhaps they may 
never forget. 

Besides: If the achnowledg- 
ment be with closed doors, the 
transegressor’s own character still 
suffers among them, which are 
without, as well as the character 
of the church, ard the honor’ of 
Christ and his religion. 

Tt seems to me, sir, that a zeal- 
ous friend to God and man, may 
commit great wickedness, but 
that he will repent, and desire té 

revent the mischief of his exam- 
ple, and I know of no rule ‘by 
which the church are empowered 
to hinder it. 

Besides: If a reason can be 
given, why the confession of the 
transgrestor should be made be- 
fore the whole church, rather 
than before only the Pastor and 
Deacons, J apprehend it will ap- 
ply with equal weight to prove, 
that it should be before the whole 
congregation. For it is as im- 
portant to do away the impres- 
sion of an ill example fiom the 
minds of the congregation, as of 
the church, who are not £o like ly 
to be injured by it. It is the sal- 
vation of sinners, which the 
church are to seek, aS a principal 
object, as really as the edification 
of their own body, and they are 
in the sight of God, as really ac- 
this 
great duty as the other. 

_ Confessions are quite misun- 
derstood, when they are regarded 
as 2 pennance, or chastisement 
forafault. They are really a 
Christian work of love to God 
and man. 
Finally, 


sir, The scriptures 









































shew the duty of an offender in 
such cases, not only by represent- 
ing the church as the pillar and 
ground of the truth, but by pre- 
cept and example. Joshua ex- 
horted Achan to give glory to 
God by a public confession. Da- 
vid, in the 5! Psalm, made a 
public acknowledgment of his 
wickedness in the matter of Uri- 
ah, to the whole world, through 
all generations. Those that sin, 
we are directed to reprove before 
all; and the Christian spirit is 
shewed to be such, that there can 
be no rest until confession is 
made. ‘The faults of the saints 
and their repentance are record- 
ed. Butin a matter so plain as 
this, and sanctioned by usage 
from time immemorial in the 
church, it is unnecessary to en- 
large, or to make any remarks on 
the spirit, which a desire fo intro- 
duce novelties in this matter, 
seems to betray. 

You will make what use you 
please of this letter, and believe 
me to be your affectionate broth- 
er in the Ministry. 

JONATHAN Mixcer. 


| 





QUERIES, RESPECTING THE Dts- 
TRIBUTION OF TRACTS, &C. A- 
MONG PRISONERS. 


Messrs. Editors, 

IN reading one of the Re- 
ports of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, 1 observe that their 
Committee have taken great 
pains to supply the prisoners, in 
the jails of Great Britain, and 
her Provinces, with copies of the 
holy scriptures. ts not their 
conduct, in this respect, worthy 
the imitation of all societies, 
whose object is the reform of 
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morals, and the promotion of 
pure religion? Allow me, Sirs, 
to ask, if the Vermont Missiona- 
ry and Tract Societies have di- 
rected any portion of their be- 
nevolent exertions into a like 
channel ? To witness their activi- 
ty in the distribution of Tracts, 
and in sending Missionaries to 
publish to destitute congrega- 
tions the tidings of life and glo. 
ry, through a cordial belief in the 
crucified Redeemer, must be 
gratifying —inexpressibly gratify- 
ing, to every christian philanthro- 
pist. But while they are extend- 
ing their exertions to distant 
parts of the country, we hope 
they are not inattentive to objecis 
of religious charity situated near 
home. 

The writer of this article late. 
ly conversed with a Missionary 
gentleman, who, a few weeks 
since, visited one of the jails in 
this State. He found its inmates 
miserably ignorant of the funda- 
mental truths of the gospel.— 
Most of them were willing, and 
some of them very desirous to re- 
ceive books, from which they 
could derive religious instruc- 
tion. Two or three manifested 
much gratitude to the gentleman 
for condescending to visit, and do 

ood to men, who had been the 
violators of human and divine 
law, and were now the victims of 
human justice. 

These observations Jed the 
writer to believe, that the Mis- 
sionary and Tract Societies might 
be instrumental in advancing the 
cause of piety, by devoting a 
small portion of their funds, to 
the supply of the prisoners, with- 
in this state, with bibles and oth- 
er religious books. These, they 
might deposit with the clergy’ 
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man, or some other suitable per- 
son, in every town where there 1s 
a jail, to be distributed among 
the prisoners, on such conditions 
as the Society should, in their 
wisdom, think fit to prescribe. 
If by attending to this object, the 
Society can produce the reforma- 
tion of one abandoned sinner ; if 
they can be the secondary cause 
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of raising one additional voice 
“to sing the song of Moses and 
the Lamb ;” if they can bring 
one spirit to unite, in immortal 
praise, with the hundreds, which 
the benevolent Howard snatched 
from dungeons and wretchedness, 
will they esteem their money 
mispent, or their labor lost ? 
InQuisitror. 
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MISCELLANY. 


—S1}0S— 


THE FRUITS OF INFIDELITY AND 
INTEMPERANCE, 


Or an account of the celebrated Duke 
of Buckingham, taken from the 
Religious Monitor, or Scots 
Presbyterian Magazine. 


GEORGE VILLIERS, 
Duke of Buckingham, and a re- 
markable character and favorite 
in the reign of Charles the sec- 
ond, was born at Wallingford 
house, in the year 1627. ‘ He 
was,” says the Earl of Claren- 
don, **a man of a noble pres- 
ence ; he had a great liveliness 
of wit, and a peculiar faculty of 
turning all things into ridicule, 
He had no principles of religion, 
virtue, or friendship. Pleasure, 
frolic, or extravagant diversion, 
were all that he sought after. 
He had no steadiness nor con- 
duct ; and could never fix his 
thoughts, nor govern his estate, 
though, at one time, the greatest 
in England. He was bred about 
the king; and, for many years, 
had a great ascendant over him ; 
but, at length, he drew a lastin 
cisgrace upon himself, and ruin- 
ed both body and mind, fortune 
and reputation. The madness 


of vice appeared in him, in vety 
eminent instances; since, at last, 
he became contemptible and poor, 
sickly, and sunk in all respects, so 
that his conversation was as much 
avoided, as ever it had been 
courted.” 

It appears to have been in this 
deserted and degraded state, 
mournfully looking over a life 
spent in vice and folly, that he 
wrote the following letter toa 
particular friend, Dr. W = 
short time before his decease. 

“‘ Dear Doctor, 

*‘ | always looked upon you 
to be a person of true virtue, and 
know you to have a sound un- 
derstanding ; for, however I may 
have acted in opposition to the 
principles of religion, or the dic- 
tates of reason, I can honestly ase 
sure you, I have always had the 
highest veneration for both.— 
The world and I shake hands; 
for I dare affirm we are heartily 
weary of each other. Oh, what 
a prodigal have I been of that 
most valuable of all possessions, 
time !—I have squandered it a- 
way with a profusion unparallel- 
ed; and now, when the enjoy- 
ment of a few days would be 
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worth the world, I cannot flatter 
myself with the prospect of half 
adozenhours. How despicable, 
my dear friend, is that man who 
never prays to his God, but in the 
time of distress ! In what man- 
ner can he supplicate that om- 
hipotent Being in his afflictions, 
whom, in the time of his pros- 
perity he never remembered with 
reverence ! 

“Do not brand me with inf- 
delity, when I tell you that I am 
almost ashamed to offer up my 
petitions at the throne of grace, 
or to implore that divine mercy 
in the next world, which I have 
scandalously abused in this. 

‘‘ Shall ingratitude to man be 
looked upon as the blackest of 
crimes, and not ingratitud de to 
God ? Shall an insuit offered to 
the king, be looked upon in the 
most offensive light, and yet no 
notice taken when the King of 
kings is treated with indignity 
and disrespect ? 

“The companions of my for- 
mer libertinism would scarcely 
believe their eyes were you to 
shew them this epistle. “hey 
would laugh at me as a dreaming 
enthusiast, or pity me as a tim- 
orous wretch, who was shocked 
at the appearance of futurity: 
but whoever laughs at me for 
being right, or pities me for be- 
ing sensible of my errors, is more 
entitled to my compassion than 
resentment. A future state may 
well enough strike terror ito any 
man wno has not acted well in 
this life; and he must have an 
uncommon share of courage, in- 
deed, who does not shrink at the 
presence of God. The appre- 
hensions of death will soon bring 
the most profligate to a propef 
nse of his under standing. 








“Tt what a situation am [I 
now reduced! Is this odious lit- 
tle hut a suitable lodging for a 
prince ? Is this anxiety of mind 
becoming the character of a 
Christian? From my rank, I 
might have expected affluence to 
wait upon my life; from relig- 
ion and understanding, peace to 
smile upon my end: Instead of 
which I am afflicted with pover- 
ty, and haunted with remorse ; 
despised by my country, and, ! 
fear, forsaken by my God! 

“‘ ‘There is nothing so danger - 
ous as extraordinary abilities: I 
cannot be accused of vanity now, 
by being sensible that I was oncé 


possessed of uncommon qualifica- — 


tions, especially as I sincerely re- 
egret that I ever had them. My 
rank in life made these accom- 
plishments still more conspicu- 
ous ; and, fascinated by the gen- 
eral applause which they procur- 
ed, I never considered the propet 
means by which they should be 
displayed. Hence, to procure a 
smile from a blockhead whom I 
despised, I have frequently treat- 
ed the virtuous with disrespect ; 
and sported with the holy name 
of Heaven, to obtain a laugh 
from a parcel of fools, who are 
entitled to nothing but contempt. 
“Your men of wit generally 
look upon themselves as dischar- 
ged from the duties of religior, 
and confine the doctrines of the 
gospel to people of meaner un- 
derstandings. It is a sort of 
derogation, if their opinion, te 
comply with the rules: of Chris- 
tianity ; and they reckon that 
man possessed of a narrow genius 
who studies to be good. What2z 
pity that the holy writings are 
not made the criterion of tru¢ 
judgment! Or that any person 
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should pass for a gentleman in 
this world, but he that appears 
solicitous about his happiness in 
the next. 

‘I am forsaken by all my ac- 
quaintance ; utterly neglected by 
the friends of my bosom, and the 
dependants on my bounty: but 
no matter; Iam not fit to con- 
verse with the former, and have 
no ability to serys the latter. 
Let me not, however, be wholly 
east off by the good. Favor me 
with a visit as soon as_ possible. 
Writing to you gives me some 
ease, especially on a subject 1 
could talk of forever. 

‘‘ I am of opinion this is the 
last visit I shall ever solicit from 
you ; my distemper is powerful ; 
come and pray for the departing 
spirit of the poor, unhappy 

‘ BucKINGHAM,.” 





ON ZEAL AND RESOLUTION IN 
MINISTERS. 


« TWO things that are ex- 
eeeding needful in ministers, as 
they would do any great matters 
to advancethe kingdom of Christ, 
are zeal and resolution. ‘The influ- 
ence and power of these things 
to bring to pass great effects are 
greater than can well be imagin- 
ed. A man of but an ordinary 
capacity will do more with them, 
than one of ten times the parts 
and learning without them.— 
More may be done with them 
m a few weeks than can be 
done without them in many years. 
Those that are possessed of these 
qualities commonly carry the 
day in almost all affairs. Most 
of the great things that have 
been done in the world of man- 
kind, the great revolutions that 
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have been accomplished in the 
kingdoms and empires. of the 
earth have been chiefly owing to 
these things: The very sight 
and appearance of a thoroughly 
engaged spirit, together with a 
fearless courage, and unshaken 
resolution in any person that has 
undertaken to manage any affair 
amongst mankind, goes a great 
way towards accomplishing the 
effect aimed at. It is evident 
that the appearance of these 
things in Alexander* did three 
times as much towards his con- 
quering the world, as all the 
blows that he struck. . And the 
great things that Mr. Whitefield 
has done every where, as he has 
run through the British domin- 
ions, so far as they are owing to 
means, are very much to be as- 
cribed to the appearance of these 
things, which he is eminently pos- 
sessed of. When the people see 
these things in 4 person, and to a 
great degree, the appearance 
awes them and has a command. 
ing influence upon their minds. 
It seems to them that they must 
yield. They naturally fall be. 
fore them without standing to 
contest or dispute the matter. 
They are conquered, as it were, 
by surprise. | But while we are 
cold and heartless, and only go 
on in a dull manner, in an old 
formal round, we shall never do 
any great matters. ‘The appear- 
ance of such coldness and irreso- 
lution will not so muchas make 
persons think of yielding. The 
appearance of such indifference 
and cowardice does, aS it were, 
provoke opposition. Our mise- 
ry is want of zeal and courage ; 


for not only through want of | 


them does all fail that we seem to 
attempt, but it prevents our at- 
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worth the world, I cannot flatter 
myself with the prospect of half 
adozenhours. How despicable, 
my dear friend, is that man who 
never prays to his God, but in the 
time of distress ! In what man- 
ner can he supplicate that om- 
hipotent Being in his afflictions, 
whom, in the time of his pros. 
perity he never remembered with 
reverence ! 

«Do not brand me with infi- 
delitv, when I tell you that I am 
almost ashamed to offer up my 
petitions at the throne of grace, 
or to implore that divine mercy 
in the next world, which I have 
scandalously abused in this. 

‘“* Shall ingratitude to man be 
looked upon as the blackest of 
crimes, and not ifigratitude to 
God ? Shall an insuit offered to 
the king, be looked upon in the 
most offensive light, and yet no 
notice taken when the King of 

kings is treated with indignity 
and disrespect ? 

“The companions of my for- 
moer libertinism would scarcely 
believe their eyes were you to 
shew them this epistle. They 
would laugh at me as a dreaming 
enthusiast, or pity me as a tim- 
orous wretch, who was shocked 
at the appearance of futurity : 
but whoever laughs at me for 
being right, or pities me for be- 
ing sensible of my errors, is more 
entitled to my compassion than 
resentment. A future state may 
well enough strike terror into any 
man who has not acted well in 
this life; and he must have an 
uncommon share of courage, in- 
deed, who does not shrink at the 
presence of God. The appre- 
hensions of death will soon bring 
the most profligate to a propef 
nse of his understanding. 


The Fruits of Infidelity and Intemperanre. 


| Mo as ¢ 


“Tt what a situation am [I 
now reduced! Is this odious lit- 
tle hut a suitable lodging for a 
prince ? Is this anxiety of mind 
becoming the character of a 
Christian? From my rank, I 
might have expected affluence to 
wait upon my life; from relig- 
ion and understanding, peace to 
smile upon my end: Instead of 
which I am afflicted with pover- 
ty, and haunted with remorse ; 
despised by my country, and, f 
fear, forsaken by my God! 

‘There is nothing so danger 
ous as extraordinary abilities : 
cannot be accused of vanity now, 
by being sensible that I was oncé 
possessed of uncommon gqualifica- 
tions, especially as I sincerely re- 
egret that I ever had them. My 
rank in life made these accom- 
plishments still more conspicu- 
ous ; and, fascinated by the gen- 
eral applause : which they procur- 
ed, I never considered the propet 
means by which they should be 
displayed. Hence, to procure a 
smile from a blockhead whom I 
despised, I have frequently treat- 
ed the virtuous with disrespect ; 
and sported with the holy name 
of Heaven, to obtain a laugh 
from a parcel of fools, who are 
entitled to nothing but contempt. 

‘Your men of wit generally 
look upon themselves as dischar- 
ged from the duties of religion, 
and confine the doctrines of the 
gospel to people of meaner un- 
derstandings. It is a sort of 
derogation, if their opinion, te 
comply with the rules: of Chris- 
tianity ; and they reckon that 
man possessed of a narrow genius 
who studies to be good. What 2 
pity that the holy writings are 
not made the criterion of true 
judgment! Or that any person 
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should pass for a gentleman in 
this world, but he that appears 
solicitous about his happiness in 
the next. 

‘I am forsaken by all my ac- 
quaintance ; utterly neglected by 
the friends of my bosom, and the 
dependants on my bounty: but 
no matter; I am not fit to con- 
verse with the former, and have 
no ability to serye the latter. 
Let me not, however, be wholly 
east off by the good. Favor me 
with a visit as soon as_ possible. 
Writing to you gives me some 
ease, especially on a subject 1 
could talk of forever. 

‘<I am of opinion this is the 
last visit I shall ever solicit from 
you ; my distemper is powerful ; 
come and pray for the departing 
spirit of the poor, unhappy 

* BuCKINGHAM.” 





ON ZEAL AND RESOLUTION IN 
MINISTERS. 


“ TWO things that are ex- 
eeeding needful in ministers, as 
they would do any great matters 
to advancethe kingdom of Christ, 
are zeal and resolution. ‘The influ- 
ence and rower of these things 
to bring to pass great effects are 
greater than can well be imagin- 
ed. A man of but an ordinary 
capacity will do more with them, 
than one of ten times the parts 
and learning without them.— 
More may be done with them 
m a few weeks than can be 
done without them in many years. 
Those that are possessed of these 
qualities commonly carry the 
day in almost all affairs. Most 
of the great things that have 
been done in the world of man- 
kind, the great revolutions that 
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have been accomplished in the 
kingdoms and empires of the 
earth have been chiefly owing to 
these things: The very sight 
and appearance of a thoroughly 
engaged spirit, together with a 
fearless courage, and unshaken 
resolution in any person that has 
undertaken to manage any affair 
amongst mankind, goes a great 
way towards accomplishing the 
effect aimed at. It is evident 
that the appearance of these 
things in Alexander* did three 
times as much towards his con- 
quering the world, as all the 
blows that he struck. And the 
great things that Mr. Whitefield 
has done every where, as he has 
run through the British domin- 
ions, so far as they are owing to 
means, are very much to be as- 
cribed to the appearance of these 
things, which he is eminently pos- 
sessed of. When the people see 
these things in a person, and to a 
great degree, the appearance 
awes them and has a command. 
ing influence upon their minds. 
It seems to them that they must 
yield. They naturally fall be. 
fore them without standing to 
contest or dispute the matter. 
They are conquered, as it were, 
by surprise. But while'we are 
cold and heartless, and only go 
on in a dull manner, in an old 
formal round, we shall never do 
any great matters. ‘The appear- 
ance of such coldness and irreso- 
lution will not so muchas make 
persons think of yielding. The 
appearance of such indifference 
and cowardice does, aS it were, 
provoke opposition. Our mise- 
ry is want of zeal and courage ; 


for not only through want of 


them does all fail that we seem to 
attempt, but it prevents our at- 
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tempting to do any thing remark- 
able for the kingdom of Christ. 
Hence, oftentimes it has been, 
that when any thing very consid- 
erable that is new 1s proposed to 
be done for the advancement of 
religion or the public good, ma- 
ny difficulties are found out, that 
are in the way, and a great many 
objections are started, and it may 
be it is put off from one to ano- 
ther, but nobody does any thing. 
After this manner good designs 
have oftentimes failed, and have 
sunk as soon as proposed. Where- 
as if we had but Mr. Whitefield’s 
zeal and courage, what could we 
not do with such a blessing as we 
might expect? We have many 
ministers in the land that do not 
want for abilities. They are 
persons of bright parts and learn- 
mg. They should consider how 
much is expected and will be re- 
quired of them by their Lord 
and Master, and how much they 
might do for Christ, and what 
great honor, and how glorious a 
reward they might receive, if 
they had in their hearts a heaven- 
ly warmth and divine heat pro- 
portionable to their light.” 
Edwards. 
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ON THE CHRITIAN’S AMBITION. 


A RECORDED experience 
is as a light set up for the direc- 
tion of future travellers. It shews 
us the way in which we should 
walk, and points out to us the 
pits and precipices which we 
ought to shun. The apostle 
Paul was a person eminently suc- 
cessful in the Christian life ; and 
in the sacred Scripture we find, 
that his example has been ¢ra- 
ciously recorded for our imita- 
tion. 


On the Christian’s Ambition. 
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When speaking of the manner 
in which he conducted himself in 
his Christian course, he says, 
(Philip. iii. 13.) that “ he reach. 
ed forth unto those things which 
are before.” He was solicitous 
to acquire a greater conformity 
to the Divine will. In his spiri- 
tual diligence, he was a follower 
of Chrift, who, while he was up- 
on earth, omitted no opportuni- 
ties of doing good ; but counted 
it as his meat to do the will of 
him that sent him, and to finish 
his work. 

Whatever good things we may 
have hitherto been énabled to 
perform, more are expected from 
us. Every new day brings its 
duties along with it. Every 
change in our fituation, presents 
to our view new occasions of 
spiritual exertion. Correspond- 
ing to our varying circumstaices, 
and the different relations in 
which we are placed, we are cal- 
led to be doing something for the 
glory of God, for the welfare of 
our fellow-creatures, and for ob- 
taining to ourselves a larger 
portion of the heavenly treasure. 
We have to resist temptations to 
evil ; tosubdue our remaining 
corruptions, to grow-in grace, 
and in saving knowledge ; and 
with renewed zeal and affection, 
to be ~bounding in the work of 
the L-rd. 

Tiere is no such thing in the 
world as a person entirely idle, 
while our faculties are ‘awake, 
something or other we will be 
doing. Our souls, or our bodies 
will be employed. The things 
we are doing, should be the 
things which we know are a- 
greeable to the will of God. In 
so far as we act otherwise, :we 
commit sin; and thereby, in- 
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stead of enlarging, diminish our 
religious attainments. 

In looking back on our past 
conduct, we may perceive with 
sorrow, that many. fair opportu- 
nities of doing good were suffer- 
ed to pass from us unimproved. 
These cannot be recalled. But 
when others of the like kind oc- 
cur, surely we should learn from 
our former neglect, to lay hold 
on them eagerly and without de: 
lay, and to use them for the pur- 
poses for which they were sent. 

A great part of the Christian 
life at present, consists of a strug- 
gle against what we know to be 
sinful. We have ‘to fight and 
wrestle in our way to heaven. 
It is now with us, as it is witha 
man, who, in a river, is steering 
his small bark against the cur- 
rent. If the oars with which he 
has been provided, be vigorous- 
ly and constantly applied, he 
may succeed in his course. If 
he abate his diligence, his bark 
will move forward more slowly. 
If he become careless altogether, 
or row along with the current, 
his speed downwards will be ex- 
cessive. 

We have to resist the stream of 
vice, the strength of which is in- 
creased by that influx of corrup- 
tion, which we derive from a 
wicked world around us, In 
proportion as we relax our ef- 
forts, vice will prevail, and throw 
us back in our heavenly prepar- 
ations. 

A christian may not be always 
equally advancing, but it is his 
earnest desire to go forward, 
when he sees that he has failed, 
he is eager to retrieve what he 
has lost, and therefore, upon the 
whole, may be said to be advan- 
cing rather than otherwise. 
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Blessed be God, that means 
of grace are afforded for our as- 
sistance. His word is given to 
direct us, and his public ordi- 
nances are provided for our re- 
freshment. If we be daily, and 
humbly depending upon God in 
prayer, we shall not be disappoint- 
ed. For thus it hath been prom- 
ised, ‘* They that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength ; 
they shall mount up with wings 
as eagles; they shal run, and 
not be weary, and they shall walk 
and not faint.” 

But the ambition of the apos- 
tle was very extensive, “ I press,” 
said he, * toward the mark,” 
even towards that sinless perfec- 
tion, which is the privilege of the 
saints in heaven, and which is 
placed as the end of the Christian . 
course. ig 

He, and many others in his 
time, had attained what, in this 
world, frequently bears the name 
of “* perfection.” He was sin- 


cere and impartial in his obedi- f, 
ence, regarding the whole will te 
of God, and not thinking himself eS 


at liberty to break one of the least 
of the divine commandments. 
He was not as “ a babe in 
Christ,”? but had arrived at a bi 
comparative maturity both in ir 
knowledge and in holiness. He a 
was ‘‘complete in Christ,’ as to i 
his justification, and by the re- a 
generating and sanctifying influ- 4 
ences of the spirit of Christ, was, 
in all essential respects, a new 
creature. 

But he was not satisfied. * He 
followed after,”? or endeavored 
to attain, that which best deserves 
the name of perfection. His de- A 
sire of it had been excited when ra 
“ he was apprehended of Christ 2 
sesus,” who graciously stopt him 
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in his career of wickedness, and 
brought him into a state of con- 
version ; and he hoped that, thro’ 
his Redeemer, he would in due 
time, arrive at the full possession. 
He still, however, saw himself at 
a distance from it,’ but he labored 
to make nearer approaches to- 
wards it; and the more that he 
did so, by his acquiring further 
degrees of holiness, the more his 
heaven might be said to be be- 
gun. 

He was also solicitous that 
others, in this respect, should be 
imitating his example. He ex- 
horted his fellow-Christians, even 
those of them who were most ad- 
vanced in the divine life,and who, 
in the lower sense of the expres- 
sion,. were styled * perfect,” to 
exercise the same profitable and 
commendable ambition. * Let 
us therefore,” said he, ‘* as many 
as be perfect, be thus minded.” 


It is the character of every 
true Christian, that he does not 
indulge in any known transgres- 
sion, nor in the omission of any 
known duty. If it were other- 
wise with him, be would not be 
the upright servant of God, but 
the wretched slave of that sin 
which he obeyed. A sincere 
Christian may indeed find him- 
self weak with regard to know!l- 
edge, and also with regard to 
his ability to do good, and to re- 
sist temptation. But he will 
have his recourse to the written 
word of God, that thereby, under 
the teachings of the ‘divine Spirit, 
his understanding may be en- 
lightened ; and will humbly and 
earnestly implore that the pow- 
erful grace of his Redeemer may 
be vouchsafed and made sufficient 
jor him, and. perfected, or illus- 
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triously displayed in his weak- 
ness. 

There are eminent Christians, 
and it is to be hoped that they 
are many, who are so constant 
and uniform in their religious 
practice, that no person can, with 
any propriety, find a. fault in 
their behaviour. But they are 
not proud. They are conscious 
of defects which they deeply feel, 
which are great in their own eyes, 
but which those persons, who 
have less extensive views of the 
demands of the divine law, would 
reckon no defects at all. Instead 
therefore of boasting that they 
are at any time, or for any length 
of time, without sin, they are al- 
ways acknowledging their short 
comings and transgressions, clea- 
ving to the atoning righteousness 
of their Redeemer, and praying 
and endeavoring that all the 
powers and faculties of their 
souls may be constantly and un- 
weariedly employed in a purer 
and more elevated service of their 
Godand Saviour. They never 
can be satisfied, till they can de 
the will of God with the same 
pleasure and success asit is done 
by the saints and angels in heav- 
en. 

What was spoken of the first 
Roman Emperor, in his progress 
to the-summit of earthly great- 
ness, may, in a Spiritual sense, 
be applied to the devout Chris- 
tian. It was said, “ that while 
any thing remained undone, he 
thought of himself as if he had 
done nothing.”” And indeed, if 
our temper were more Spiritual- 
ly ambitious, we would not be 
the mutable and grovelling crea- 
tures which we too often are. 
We would be carefully abstain- 
ing from whatever appeared to 
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usin the smallest degree to be 
evil. We would be going on 
more rapidly in our Sanctification, 
perfecting holiness in the tear of 
God. ; i 

Is there a person whois saying 
in his heart, that he will do noth- 
ing more in religion than may 
fit him for the meanest place in 
heaven? Surely we may affirm, 
that he never will obtain even 
that meanest place. If he had 
a real love to God, and were sen- 
sible of the obligation he is laid 
under by redeeming grace, he 
would be desirous of doing much 
for the glory of God, and of ren- 
dering a more grateful return for 
the inestimable benefits which 
have been conferred upon him. 

If his moderating his religious 
practice proceed from indolence, 
or from a love to a particular sin, 
which he is unwilling to forsake, 
or from aregard to some earthly 
honour or emolument which he 
makes his idol, he must be pro- 
nounced to be one who wishes 
toserve God and Mammon, or 
to obey God and the world. He 
attempts to please two masters, 
whose services are incompatible 
with each other. He is not that 
faithful and affectionate servant 
of God whom our Lord will ap- 
prove and receive into his joy. 

If we would hereafter reap 
plentifully, let us now sow plen- 
tifully. The nearer that we ap- 
proach, when upon earth, to the 
perfection of holiness, the more 
illustrious will be the crown of 
glory, which we shall be found 
prepared to recetve on our being 
admitted into the heavenly 
world. Ch. Mon. 


On Providenca 








































ON PROVIDENCE. 


LET us examine the provi- 
dence of God towards his church. 
He designs to display his sove- 
reignty, holiness, grace, &c. and 
to convince men that the atone- 
ment of Christ and the sanctify- 
ing influences of the Holy Spirit 
are absolutely necessary, in order 
to salvation. 

Doubtless, the angels were as- 
tonished at Satan’s success a- 
gainst our first parents ; and 
more so at the promise that was 
given them, that the seed of the 
woman should bruise the ser- 
pent’s head. 

The almost universal apostasy 
before the flood displayed the de- 
pravity of human nature; and 
the deluge demonstrated the aw- 
ful justice of God. The aposta- 
sy after the flood proved that 
judgments cannot reclaim, much 
less convert, sinners. As God 
did not intend a second destruc- 
tion of all mankind, he proceed- 
ed to call Abraham, that in him 
and his posterity the knowledge 
of the true God, might be pre- 
served. To render his grace and 
power the more illustrious, he 
selected him out of a people who 
were violeitly addicted to idola- 
try ; from which this father of 
the faithful does not appear to 
have been quite. free. 

Constant intercourse with idol- 
aters is the ready way to become 
such. Wherefore, God com- 
manded Abraham to forsake his 
country, and dwell in Capaan ; 
and for the same reason fixed his 
settling there ; commanding him 
to dwell in tents, which rendered 
his removal from one part of the 
country to another easy, and 
‘herefore frequent. The wisdom 
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of this direction appears from the 
history of Lot, who fixed his res- 
idence in Sodom, where the mor- 
als ot all his family were totally 
corrupted. 

However, dwelling in tents 
would only do for the rude and 


early ages of the world, when 


population was comparatively 
small, and the number of the re- 
deemed before Christ, would be 
limited to only a few individuals 
atatime. Moreover, the wor- 
shippers of the true God would 
be too few to prepare the Gen- 
tiles for receiving the gospel, 
which was a very principal end 
of the calling of the Jews. 

Abraham’s posterity could not 
increase to a nation while they 
dweltin Canaan. Some retreat 
must therefore be - provided, 
where they might dwell safely, 
and multiply rapidly. Egypt 
was fixed upon for that purpose. 
In Egypt they were in danger of 
being incorporated with the E- 
gyptians, and perverted to their 
idolatry. This was prevented by 
the barbarous treatment they re- 
ceived. 

To impress the Israelites with 
a dread of idolatry, the Canaan- 
ites were devoted to destruction ; 
and to hinder them from form- 
ing connexions with their neigh- 
bors, which might prove injuri- 
ous to their religion, various laws 
were given, for the express pur- 
pose of separating them from all 
the other nations ; and God nev- 
er failed to punish them severely 
whenever they introduced the 
worship of strange gods, however 
patiently he might bear with 
their Other provocations, that 


they might be faithful deposita- 


ries of the truth, for the benefit 
of the world, though they appear 
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sometimes to have derived but 
little benefit from it themselves. 

The four great monarchies, by 
scattering the Jews over at least 
half the known world, served to 
inform the heathen that an illus- 
trious personage should be born, 
who would be a blessing to all 
mankind ; and the translation of 
the scriptures into Greek, which 
was almost a universal language, 
put them in possession of all the 
information concerning the Mes- 
siah that the Jews themselves had 
obtained. An expectation of 
the Messiah’s appearance being 
thus excited, he was born in the 
fulness of time. 

The destruction of Jerusalem, 
the judgments which have pur- 
sued the Jews ever since, and the 
calamities which overthrew the 
Roman empire, shew us the dan- 
ger of opposing Christ, and per- 
secuting his people. 

The Roman Catholic and Ma- 
hometan apostasies demonstrate 
the necessity of the Holy Spirit’s 
agency ; for the gospel itself, 
though clear and luminous as a 
sun-beam, wili be eclipsed and 
extinguished if unsupported by 
his almighty power ; and the ve- 
Ty extensive apostasy, after relig- 
ion had flourished to an unex- 
ampled degree, (which appears 
to be foretold in the twentieth 
chapter of Revelations) will fur- 
nish the last and most convincing 
proof of it; and then the gene- 
ral judgment will disclose every 
secret, and rectify every seeming 
defect. 

Redemption is an amazing 
subject ! It exercises all the at- 
tributes of Deity at work! To 
achieve it, the world was made ; 
and all the wheels of providence 
move in subserviency to it. How 
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much are we indebted to the Bi- 
ble ! The very infidel who scorns 
it, owes to it the little knowledge 
that he has. Our forefathers 
were as barbarous as other heath- 
ens ; and we are indebted to the 
Bible for all the advantages we 
possess. Let us bind it to our 
hearts, and make it our chamber 
counsellor. 

Let us now examine the histo- 
ry of Joseph, which will convince 
us that God pays as much atten- 
tion to the welfare of individual 
believers, as to that of the 
church ; that he has closely link- 
ed the welfare of the church and 
of private Christians together ; 
and that he exactly adapts a per- 
son for the work he designs him 
to perform. | 

The family of Jacob must go 
down into Egypt, yet not be in- 
corporated with the Egyptians, 
and have a portion of land allot- 
ted them, capable of containing 
an immense multitude of per- 
sons ; and Joseph must go down 
thither to execute the gracious 
intentions of God ; his brethren 
were therefore permitted to sell 
him. If he had continued in 
Potiphar’s family, he might in- 
deed have been saved himself, 
yet could not have acted the im- 
portant part which was allotted 
him. Such is the infirmity of 
human nature, that the amazing 
dignity and power to which he 
was suddenly elevated would 
have made him proud, and prov- 
ed injurious to his piety, had he 
not been first severely disciplined 
in the school of adversity. Dur- 
ing his imprisonment in the dun- 
geon, he acquired a large stock 
of true wisdom. The imprison- 
ment, dreams, &c. of Pharaoh’s 
butler and baker, were the means 
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of delivering him from prison.— 
Yet, had he been set at liberty 
merely by the butler’s interest, 
he would have moved in an hum- 
ble sphere, or risen to preferment 
by slow degrees. Pharaoh’s 
dream, his interpretation of it, 
and the excellent advice which he 
gave, caused him to be looked up 
to as superior to the common 
race of men. ‘The famine sent 
the Israelites to him; and he 
was now furnished with sufficient 
wisdom and power to dispose of 
them properly. 

We see that God makes use of 
the sins of men as well as of their 
virtues ; yet this does not excuse 
the sinner. He is punished for 
the sin he committed; and God 
is glorified for bringing good out 
of it. 

Let us learn to be satisfied with 
our condition. Amidst all the 
numberless and important affairs 
of heaven and earth, God pays. 
particular attention to the mean- 
est of his people! Every one is 
in the best place for getting good. 

Miss. Magazine. 
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A WORD TO PROFESSORS. 


BY making a public profes- 
sion of Christianity, you have de- 
liberately and solemnly bound 
yourselves to obey the precepts, 
and to imitate the example, of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. What 
does. Christ require of his disci- 
ples? He says, ** Whosoever he 
be of you that forsaketh not all 
that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple. If any man will come 
after me, let. him deny himeelf, 
and take up his cross and follow 
me. He that loveth father, or 
mother, more than me, 1s not 
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152 A Word to 
wotthy of me. He that loveth 
son, or daughter, more than me, 
is not worthy of me. If any man 
come to me and hate not his fa- 
ther and mother, and wife and 
children, and brethren and sisters, 
yea, and his own life also, he can- 
not be my disciple. Ef thy hand 
offend thee,’”’ or cause thee to of- 
fend, “cut it off; it is better for 
thee to enter into life maimed, 
than having two hands to go into 
hell, into the fire that never shall 
be quenched ; where their worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. And if thy foot of- 
fend thee, cut it off ; it is better 
for thee to enter halt into life, 
than having two feet to be cast 
into hell, into the fire that never 
shall be quenched ; where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched. And if thine eye 
offend thee, pluck it out; it is 
better for thee to enter into the 
kingdom of God with. one eye, 
than having two eyes to be cast 
into hell fire ; where their worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not 
guenched. Strive to ‘enter in at 
the straight gate, for many, | say 
unto you, shall seek to enter in 
and shall not be able. Be not 
confotmed to this world. Set 
your affections on things above. 
Crucify the flesh with the affec- 
tions and lusts. Mortify your 
mergbers that are upon the earth. 
Let your speech be alway with 
grace, seasoned with salt. Be ye 
followers of God as dear chil- 
dren. §Fornication, all unclean- 
ness and covetousness, filthiness, 
foolish talking and jesting, let it 
not be once named among you. 
Abstain from all appearance of 
evil. Rejoice evermore. Pray 
without ceasing. Quench not 
the spirit. | Love your enemies. 


Professors 


(Mar, 


Bless them that curse you. Do 
good to them that hate you. 
And pray for them that despite- 
fully use you and persecute you. 
Take ye heed. Watch and pray. 

Whether ye eat, or drink, or 
whatever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God. Be ye perfect, 
even as your Father who is in 
heaven is perfect.’? | Such are 
the commands of Christ. What 
is his example ? See him resisting 
and overcoming the temptations 
of Satan. See him, not having 
where to lay his head. See him 
arising and going into a solitary 
place, a great while before day, 
and there praying. See him on 
the mountain, spending the whole 
night in prayer. . See him wash- 
ing his disciples’ feet. See him 
meek and lowly, even in his great- 
est splendor while on the earth, 
riding on anass and a colt the 
foal of an ass. Hear him weep- 
ing over Jerusalem. See him in 
Gethsematie. See him before 
Pilate. See him bearing his cross 
to Calvary. Hear his prayer for 
his enemies, See him pour out 
his soul unto death on the cross. 
Now consider, all ye professors 
of Christianity, what regard and 
obedience ye pay to the precepts 
of Christ, whom you call your 
Lord and Master. And remember 
thatthe Holy Spirit hath said, ‘“‘He 
that saith, F know him and keep- 
eth not his commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him.” 
Consider also that it is written, 
‘¢ He that saith he abideth in him, 
ought himself also to walk, even 
as he walked.” Now say, ye 
professors of Christianity, what ot 
the self-denial, what of the activ- 
ity in doing good, what of the 
patience in suffering evil, which 
Christ manifested in his life, are 
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seen in your conduct ? Alas, how 
many, who profess to know 
Christ, in works deny him, being 
abominable and disobedient, and 
to every good work reprobate.— 
Art thou, O reader, of this crim- 
inal and hateful character? 
Miss. Mag. 
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ANECDOTE. 

THE physician of the Duke 
of Orleans, being sent for to at- 
tend Voltaire in his illness at Pa- 
ris, the deistical philosopher said 
to him, Sir, T desire you will save 
my life, I will give you half of 
my fortune if you will lengthen 
out my days only six months. 
If not, I shall go to the devil. 
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JLLETTER FROM REV. MR.,BLACK- 
BURN TO DR, MORSE. 


Maryville, Jan. 5, 1810. 
Rev. and dear Sir, — 

I THINK when I was with you in 
Charlestown, I stated the number of 
the Cherokee nation to be between 
ten and twelve thousand souls, though 
at that time the enumeration was not 
completed, and I could not therefore 
make the estimate with certainty. 
But now the persons empleyed hav- 
ing finished the business, I am able 
to give you the exact state of the na- 
tion in detail. Let it be remarked 
that the enumeration is rather below 
than above the number in every par- 
ticular, as the Indians, by some means, 
especially at the first of the business, 
thought there might be a design even- 
tually to tax them according to that 
ratio. 

In the nation there are 12,395 In- 
dians. The number of females ex- 
ceeds the males 200. The whites in 
the nation are 34%; one third of 
those have Indian wives, 113. Of 
Negro slaves there are 583. The 
number of their cattle, 19,5003 do. 
of horses, 6,100. The number of 
hogs, 19,600; do. of sheep, 1,037. 

They have now in actual operation 
1S Grist Mills; 3 Saw Mills ; 3 
Salt Petre works, and one powder 
Mill. They have 50 Waggons, be- 
tween 480 and 500 ploughs, 1600 
Spinning wheels, 467 Looms, and 
49 Silver smiths. Circulating specie 


U 


is supposed to be as plenty as is com- 
mon amongst the white people. These 
advantages have been mostly obtained 
since the year 1796 and rapidly in- 
creased since the year 1803. 

If we deduct from the year the 
number of Sabbaths it contains, and 
suppose that each spinning wheel turns 
off six cuts per day, the amount of 
1600 will be 250,400 dozen of yarn in 
one year, this will make when wove 
into cloth 292,133 yards. 


If we should suppose each loom to 
put off 4 yards per day, the produce 
of 467 will be annually 584,684 yards. 

Allow 2 hands to a wheel 3,200 
women will be employed in carding 
and spinning, 467 engaged in weaving, 
and as many to fill the quills. 

If each plough be allowed only ten 
acres, then 500 ploughs would culti- 
vate 5,000 acres and would employ 
1000 hands, as one must use the hoe 
afierthe plough. There is also near- 
lyas much land in the nation wrought 
without a plough as with it; each a- 
cre will produce 50 bushels which 
will be equal to 250,000 or 20 bushels 
toeach person. The actual amount 
will double that sum. 


It is often asked are they increasing 
or on the decline? All I can say to 
this is, that both from my own obser- 
vation and that of those most conver- 
sant with them, it is evident that there 
is lessspace between the younger chil- 
dren of families than those more ad- 
vanced, and that in nearly the propor- 
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tion as hunting life has yieldedto the 
cultivation of the soil. 

The number of Bibles and Testa- 
ments, circulated in the nation, inclu- 
ding the children of the schools is up- 
wards of €00, and a variety of other 
books as opportunity offered. 

On their roads they have many pub- 
lic houses, and on their rivers con- 
venient ferries, there are many of them 
learning different trades as their in- 
clination may lead them. But yet 
there is no church erected, and few 
feel the impressions of grace, 

I have filled the sheet with details, 
and can only pray. that the Lord may 
*nake your harvest of sou's abundant 
in Charlestown. Iam, &c, 

GIDEON BLACKBURN. 
Pan. 


——_ - + 


Extract of a letter from Basseterre, 
St. Kitts, Feb. 7, 1809. 


‘© On the 5th of this month, we had 
a truly blessed and signalized prayer- 
day: three men and three women 
were baptized. Looking over our 
church-books, I find, that since the 
year 1779, the number of negroes bap- 
tized by the Brethren’s missionaries 
in St. Kitts, amounts to 3683. 

‘¢T had lately a very pleasing con- 
versation with a principal magistrate 
and proprietor of estates im the island, 
who honored us with a call, on pur- 
pose to see our settlement. He enter- 
ed very freely into the subject of the 
conversion of the negroes.—-There are 
47 negroes on his estate baptized by 
us. In speaking of the Bishop of 
London’s excellent admonitory letter 
to the planters, &c. in the West India 
Islands, he declared his willingness to 
do what was possible to promote the 
spiritual welfare of his negroes, but 
stated the difficulties attending the in- 
struction of the children under their 
present circumstances. ”’ 


Cb. Ob. 
— 
MISSIONARY SPIRIT IN WALES. 


Extract of a letter from a clergyman 
in North Wales, taken from the ap- 


pendix to a report of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. 


There are none of our poor people 
willing to live and die without contri- 
buting their mites towards forward- 
ing so glorious adesign, Their zeal 
and eagerness in the good cause, sur- 
passes every thing I have ever before 
witnessed. 

On several occasions we have been 
obliged to check their liberality, and 
take half what they oftered, and what 
we thought they ought to give. In 
very many instances, servants have 
given one third of their wages for the 
year. 

- Inone instance, a poor servant-maid 
put down one guinea on the plate, be- 
ing one third of her wages: thatit 
might not be perceived what she put 
down, she covered the guinea with a 
halfpenny. One little boy had with 
much trouble, reared a brood of chick- 
ens; when the collection came to be 
made, he sold them all, and gave eve- 
ry farthing he got for them towards 
it; andthis was his whole stock, and 
all theliving thathe had. Innumera- 
ble instances of a similar nature might 
be mentioned. Great joy prevails u- 
niversally at the thought that poor 
Heathetf®are likely soon to be in pos- 
session of 2 Bible; and you will nev- 
er hear a prayer put up, without 2 
petition for the Bible Society and Hea- 
then Nations. 


ee 


MISSIONS OF UNITED BRETHREN. 


Extract from the Diary of the Mis- 


sionaries in Labrador. 


“ Jan. Ist, 1806.—We receiv- 
ed from Kivalek an account, 
which filled us with horror. The 
old well known sorcerer, Uive- 
runna, had spent the winter there, 
he and his family being the only 
residents. His wife died last 
night, upon which the old mon- 
ster seized a poor orphan child, 
whom they had formerly adopt- 
ed, and murdered him: then cut 
him across all the joints of his 
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fingers and toes, ripped open his 
belly, and threw the body naked 
into the sea. ‘Though we are not 
acquainted with his motive for 
so atrocious an act, yet we know, 
that it belongs to that system of 
diabolical incantations, by which 
he expects to appease the water 
devil, by whom he pretends to do 
great wonders, but who now, in 
his idea, required a greater sacri- 
fice than usual, as he had not sav- 
ed his wife’s life.”’ 

«*On the 7th, while we were 
rejoicing at the gracious visita- 
tion of our God and Saviour, so 
manifest among our Esquimaux, 
we were suddenly interrupted by 
information of the most distress- 
ing nature, which furnishes ano- 
ther lamentable proof of the pow- 
er of Satan over this poor nation. 
Kullugak, a man who obtained 
leave to live in our land, had, in 
company with a man from Uivak, 
called Tukekina, murdered the 
old sorcerer, Uiverunna, at Kiva- 
lek. Having given out that by 
his legerdemain tricks, he had 
killed Kullugak’s two wives, the 
latter had ever since sought re- 
venge. In general, Uiverunna 
has of late endeavored to render 
himself formidable among the 
heathen Esquimaux, by making 
them believe, that he had power 
to kill such as he pleased ; and 
if any one died, he was sure to 
have it reported, that he had sent 
them out of the world by his 
torngak. Ashe is also known 
to be an old murderer, and, as a- 
bove related, had but just mur- 
dered a poor innocent infant, his 
life has been long in danger, and 
many a one had resolved to kill 
him, when opportunity offered. 
At length Kullugak succeeded. 
We iaferused him that we suffer- 
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ed no murderers to live on our 
land, and he quitted the place 
immediately.” Pan. 


—_— ee 


Extract from the Journal of Dr. 
Vanderkemp, €Sc. for the year 
1808. 


*« AS to the state of religion, 
we have so much more reason to 
praise and glorify the holy name 
of God, as eternal blessings out- 
weigh those of this world. The 
word of life is by no means life- 
less among us; and, though we 
cannot well estimate the number 
of those whom we have reason to 
believe are favored with a saving 
knowledge of Christ, on account 
of their concealing, in great part, 
the inward disposition of their 
hearts, yet, from what we acci- 
dentally hear from cthers, we 
believe it to be considerable.— 
There are, however, not a few in 
whom the work of converting 
grace is more evident among us. 
Among these, we number two 
slaves and a Hottentot, working 
at the Drostdij, who frequently 
come over on Sundays to hear the 
word of God, and three Kaffra 
women, one of whom, named 
Lentje, was remarkable for in- 
tegrity of life, and no less for as- 
siduity and fervor in prayer. She 
was taken ill at a- farm in our 
neighborhood, and desired to see 
brother Vanderkemp, who fetch- 
ed her home in a waggon, and 
took her into his house. Here 
she spent almost night and day in 
prayer and close communion with 
Christ. One morning she sent 
for brother Vanderkemp, re- 
questing him to give her love to 
ali the people of God, and desir- 
ing to be placed in the open air. 
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When he and his servant carried 
her out of doors, she said, ‘ Now 
I will go to my God ;’ and, 
while brother Vanderkemp, who 
expected that her disease (being 
an Empyema, terminating in a 
consumption) would be very lin- 
gering, placed a mat about her, 
to shelter her from the rays of 
the sun, he observed that she tur- 
ned herself on her side, and re- 
clined her head upon her arm, as 
if going to sleep ; but, looking 
more attentively at her, was sur- 
prised to find that her last enemy 
was destroyed, before any symp- 
tom of conflict could be perceiv- 
ed, through him who loved her 
exceedingly. She walked with 
God, and was not, for God took 
her. ‘The 27th of July was the 
day of her triumph. ib. 
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Lixtract of a letter from Mr. Spit- 
éler, Secretary to the Religious So- 
ciety at Basle, Switzerland, da- 
ted Oct. 18, 1808, addressed to 
the Rev. C. F. A. Steinkopff, 


Great Britain. 


OUR Society still subsists. 
Inthe midst of all the political 
convulsions of the Continent, it 
has not decreased, but rather in- 
creased. The demand for our 
periodical publication becomes 
greater every year.. We had the 
peculiar satisfaction of receiving 
trom you a very interesting ac- 
count of the last General Meet- 
ing of the Bible, Missionary, and 
Tract Societies ; which was im- 
mediately printed, and read with 
the utmost pleasure. You can- 
not conceive how acceptable such 
intelligence is to our numerous 
readers. It is, therefore, our par- 
ticular request, that you may 
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continue the same. We have 
lately received several most in- 
teresting letters from Roman 
Catholic Clergymen, who, we 
doubt not, are truly enlightened 
by the Spirit of God. ‘They 
meet with much opposition, but 
their letters evince a spirit of res- 
olution which cannot but fill our 
minds with admiration ! ob, 


WEST INDIES. 


iT will afford our reader; 
great satisfaction to learn, that a 
check has lately been put to that 
intolerant and persecuting spirit 
which has prevailed for severa} 
years past in some of the West 
India islands. The Legislature 
of Jamaica had, a second time, 
silenced the Missionaries of differ- 
ent religious societies, who had 
been laboring with the happiest 
success among the negroes and 
others in that island. In con 
tempt of the express disallowance 
by his Masesty of their first per- 
secuting act, they had passed a- 
nother of the same principle, but 
with restrictions still more com- 
prehensive ; and which, in effect, 
precluded all teachers, except the 
clergy of the established church, 
from attempting to instruct the 
negroes, kc. ‘The consequence 
was, that these oppressed fellow 
creatures, composing nine-tenths 
of the community, were left des- 
titute of all instruction and relig- 
ious worship ; because the few 
resident clergymen of the estab- 
lished church neither do nor can 
extend their pastoral labors be- 
yond the white inhabitants. 
The insular legislature, know- 
ing that this measure would be 


disapproved by his Majesty, re- 
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sorted to the trick of engrafting 
it upon an act to continue the 
general system of the slave laws, 
which had been consolidated into 
a temporary act then just expir- 
ing- Witha view perhaps to 
some such expedient, they had 
before substituted this temporary 
act for a permanent one, which it 
repealed. Their agent was con- 
sequently led to represent, that, 
if the act of continuation were 
disallowed, the island would be 
destitute of all slave law, and 
that dreadful confusion would en- 
sue: but the Committee of the 
Privy Council for matters of 
Trade and Plantations, after full 
discussion, found a way to frus- 
trate this shameful artifice, by 
disallowing, as they have lately 
advised his Majesty to do, both 
the act in question and the act 
of repeal, which had never ex- 
pressly received his Majesty’s ap- 
probation, though several years 
inforce. The general slave laws 
thereby become re-established, 
and the persecuting clauses only 
of the act objected to are in effect 
annulled. 

But the Jamaica legislature, 
pending this discussion, and by 
the previous stratagem of delay- 
ing to transmit the act for the 
royal assent, while it had its ope- 
ration in the island under that of 
the governor, had, during more 
than a year, suspended the pro- 
gress of the missions, and all re- 
ligious worship and teaching, by 
means of them, to the obvious, 
and perhaps fatal discouragement 
of those pious undertakings, as 


well as to the great prejudice of 


the numerous converts who had 
been recently made, and who 
were in danger of relapsing again 
into Pagan darkness and vice. 


Mission to Lartary. 
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To prevent, therefore, a repe- 
tition of such shameful proceed- 
ings in that or other islands, his 
Majesty has graciously issued a 
general order to the West Indian 
governors, requiring and com. 
manding that they should not, on 
any pretence whatever, give their 
sanction to any law passed con- 
cerning religion, until they shall 
have first transmitted the draught 
of the bill to his Majesty, and 
shall have received his pleasure 
respecting it, unless they take 
care, in the passing such a law, 
that a clause be inserted, suspen- 
ding its execution until the pleas- 
ure of his Majesty shall have 
been signified upon it. 

id. 
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MISSION TO TARTARY. 


Letters from Karass have been 
received, dated in January last. 
Mr. Brunton, the superintend- 
ant of the mission, was recover- 
ing from a severe illness ; but he 
had lost his wife, who, in No- 
vember last, died of an abscess in 
her lungs, full of the faith and 
hope of the Gospel. Since last 
July, a considerable number of 
the following tracts have been 
circulated. 1. Advice of a 
Friend to a Mahommedan, in 52 
pages 8vo. 2. ‘Lhe Principles of 
the New Testament, in 14 pare 
Svo. 3. Letter in Defence of 
St. Paul’s Apostleship, in 7 pages 
Svo. 4. A Catechism, in 56 pa- 
ges 8vo. 3. St. Matthew’s Gos- 
pel, in 50 pages folio. These 
tracts had excited much attention 
and inquiry among the people, 
and some hostility among the 
Mahammedan doctors. They 
had prohibited the people from 
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158 Merrimak Bible Society.-—Ordinations. 


reading them ; but this had only 
led to their more eager perusal. 
The Gospel of St. Matthew seem- 
ed to be much prized, and well 
understood. 


a ee 


MERRIMAK BIBLE SOCIETY. 


This society was formed a 
short time since in the north east 
part of Massachusetts, proper. 
The annual meeting is to be hol- 
den in Newburyport. The first 
article’ of the constitution fully 
explains the object of the Socie- 
ty. 

“The distribution of the Holy 
Scriptures among the needy and 
destitute within the reach of our 


aid, shall be the only object of the 


society; and the version of 
the bible in common use, with- 
out note or comment, shall 
be the only version to be distri- 
buted in the English language ; 
and it shall also be the standard 
in selecting the versions to bé dis- 
tributed in other languages.” 


Officers the present year. 


William Coombs, Esq. President. 

Samuel Spring D. D. Vice Pres’¢. 

Wm. Woart, Esq. Recording Se- 
cretary. 

Rev. Daniel Dana, Cor. Secretary. 

Richard Pike, Esq. Treasurer. 


———— 


ORDINATIONS. 


ORDAINED, Oct. 4, 1809, Rev. 
John Lawton, over the first wongrega- 
tional church & soeiety in Windham. 
Introductory prayer by Rev. James 
Tufts ; sermon by Rev. John B. Pres- 
ton; consecrating prayer by Rev. 
William Jackson; charge by Rev. 
William Hall; right hand of fellow- 
ship by Rev. William Riddel; con- 
cluding prayer by Rev.Sylvester Sage. 
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On Tuesday, the 10th ult. the Rey, 
Daniel Haskell, A, M. was ordained 
over the Calvinistic congregational 
church and society in this town [ Bur- 
lington.] The ordaining council was 
composed of the following ministers, 
with their delegates, viz. Rev. Publi- 
us V. Booge of Georgia, Rev. John 
Hough of Vergennes, Rev. Truman 
Baldwin of Charlotte, Rev. James 
Parker of Underhill, Rev. Joseph 
Cheney of Milton, Rev. Asaph Mor- 
gan of Essex, Rev. John Dennison of 
Jericho, and Rey. Simeon Parmelee 
of Westford. 

The candidate, in conformity to the 
established custom of orthodox church- 
es, was critically examined as to his 
doctrinal and experimental acquaint- 
ance with christianity, and his views 
in entering the ministry, in which he 
gave entire satisfaction to the council, 
and the friends of evangelical truth, 
who were present. 

The exercises of the ordination 
were performed by the following per- 
sons, viz. Introductory prayer by Rev. 
Simeon Parmelee ; sermon by Rey. 
John Hough; ordaining prayer by 
Rev. James Parker; charge by Rev. 
Publius V. Booge ; right hand of fel- 
lowship by Rev. Truman Baldwin ; 
concluding prayer by Rev. John Den- 
nison. Burlington paper. 


- 

Ordained on the 19th ult. over the 
first congregational society of Burling- 
ton, Rev. Samuel Clark, jun. Rev. 
Mr. Harris of Dorchester, Ms. made 
the introductory prayer; Rev. Mr. 
Emerson of Boston, preached a ser- 
mon from 2 Peter, i. 15, and made the 
consecrating prayer; Rev. Mr. Whit- 
ing of Rockingham, gave the charge, 
and concluded the services with a 
prayer; and Rev. Mr. Harris expres- 
sed the fellowship of the churches. 


On the 25th ult, was ordained over 
the first congregational church and so- 
ciety inthe North Parish, Woodstock, 
the Rev. Walter Chapin, Rev. Mr. 
Smith of Woodstock, South parish, 
made the introductory prayer; Rev. 
Thomas A. Merrill of Middlebury, 
preached the sermon; Rev, Elijah 
Lyman of Brookfield, made the con- 
secrating prayer; Rev. Martin Tul- 
lar of Royalton, gave the charges 
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Rev. B. Fowler of Windsor, expres- 
sed the fellowship of the churches ; 
Rev. Joel Davis of Barnard, made 
the concluding prayer. 








OBITUARY. 


Died at his dwelling house in Mid. 
dlebury on the 17th ult. a few min- 
utes past 7 o’clock in the evening, 
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SAMUEL MILLER Esq. aged 46 years. 
Mr. Miller was a member of the Ver- 
mont Missionary Society, and one of 
its active patrons, He sustained the 
office of T rustee, and was a member 
of the committee of missions, from 
the organization of the society till 
his death. 

A sketch of his life and character 
may be expected in a future number. 
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DEATH OF OLIVIA. 


YE giddy youth, now stop your mirth, 

Th solemn call attend, 

F Fora cold and silent earth 
©s-your youthful friend. 


Once gay like you she flitted round 
The full assembled hall, 

But now the dark & cheerless ground 
Her active limbs inthral ; 


Her prospects fair, no cloud was seen, 
Fleet pleasure led the way, 

Till baleful sickness ehang’d the scene, 
And clos'd her dawning day. 


But lo while yet the fell disease 
Her wasting limbs devour, 

Still creeping on by slow degrees, 
At each returning hour ; 


Kind mercy gave the wish’d for aid, 

The trembling soul to save, 

Since Christ the great atonement 
made, 

To ransom from the grave. 


Her fair associates at her call, 

The summons kindly wait ; 

Whileshe commun’d with one andall, 
About their future state, 


‘You know, my youthful friends,’ 
said she, 

* The foolish ways 1’ve trod, 

‘ Which now I warn you all to flee, 

‘ And make your peace with God. 


‘Seek, while you may, the glorious 
prize, 

‘Be this your early choice, 

‘ For Death’s fleet arrow often flies, 

‘ Without a warning voice. 


‘ Lo, mercy’s door stands open wide, 
‘ And shall we thus delay, 

‘ Shall Jesus’ calls be still deny’d, 

‘ Nor we his voice obey ? 


‘Oh how we’ve pass’d along the 
scene 

‘ Of life, with flutt’ring breath, 

‘ While but a step remain’d between 

¢ Our souls, and endless death. 


‘But now farewell; shun all those 
ways 

¢ Which we so long have trod, 

¢‘ Remember now in youthful day Sy 


‘ Your great Creator, Gop.’ 
Rusticvs, 
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TO-MORROW. 


HOW sweet to the heart is the thought of to-morrow, 
When hope’s fairy pictures bright colours display ! 
How sweet when we can from futurity borrow 


A balm for the griefs that afflict us to-day ! 








































Donations. 


When wearisome sickness has taught me to languish 
For health, and the comforts it brings on its wings, 
Let me hope, (oh how soon it would lessen my anguish ) 
‘(hat to-morrow will ease and serenity bring. 


When travelling alone, quite forlorn, unbefriended, 

Sweet the hope that to-morrow my wand’rings will cease ; 
That, at home, then, with care sympathetic attended, 

I shall rest unmolested, and slumber in peace. 


i Or when from the friends of my heart long divided, 

: ‘The fond expectation, with joy how replete ! 

That from far distant regions, by Providence guided, 
‘To-morrow will see us most happily meet. 
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When six days of labor, each other succeeding, 
With hurry and toil have my spirits opprest, 

What pleasure to think, as the last is receding, 
To-morrow will be a sweet Sabbath of rest. 
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And when the vain shadows of time are retiring, 
a When life is fast fleeting, and death is in sight, 
The Christian believing, exulting, expiring, 
Beholds a to-morrow of endless delight. 
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But the infidel then, surely, sees no to-morrow ! 

Yet he knows that his moments are hasting away : 

Poor wretch! can he feel, without heart-rending sorrow, 

That his prospects of joy will expire with to-day ! 
PANORAMA, 








DONATIONS TO THE VERMONT MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


From Deac. Hezekiah Hutchinson, Tunbridge, - - $1,00 


From several females, Cornwall, contributed in 1809, 6,20 
From a young gentleman, - - - = - = = += = = ,50 
From females, Salisbury, - - - = = = = «= « » 5,15 
From William Freeman, Barnard, - - ~ - += - « 1,00 
From Willis Hall, jun. Woodstock, - - - - - + 1,00 


DONATION TO THE VERMONT TRACT SOCIETY. 


From Deac. Jonas Whitney, Marlboro’, 200 of Rev. G. C. Ly- 
man’s Sermons to Young People. 














































